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Aubrey Tanqueray, a well-preserved and handsom widower of
fortytwo, informs his old friend8, Xi qu1th &, JaYne, both men ot
the world and older than himself that he is about to marry again.
he refrains from telling than the lady' name.

Paula (the second Mrs. ~anquer~) a beautifUl, fresh,
innooent-Iooking young woman of tw nt,y s ven (who nevertheless
had a past), aold-shouldered by som of Aubrey's former soaety
lady fri nds.

He married her in the honest belief that if he were kind
to her (as her fo rmer mal. 8O"q ainte.nces had no t b n) she would"
be a reolaimed woman.

She spe dily finds her position unbearable beoause~he is
ignored by looal sooiety, and al so beoause sh is unable to win
the affection or oonfidenoe of Ellean, a young girl of 19,oa
daughter of AUbrey's by first rriage.

Seeing that Paula's kindness to ards Ellean will not in
her a \"ay into the young ~irl' s he art .and thinking that time
will soften llean's regard for Paula, Aubrey ives his oonsent
to .ilean's going to Paris ith Mrs. Cortelyou.

In Paris· WOlle meets and bec omes en a ed to flaptain
Ardale, who had formerly b n intimate wi th Paula.

Paula feels it to be her duty to inform Aubrey of their
relationship. He forbids ElleaD to eee Captain Ardale again.
llean suspeotin that it s through Paula's interferenoe

that she cannot marry Captain Ar ale goes to speak to her.
Paula emphatioally denies haVing had any e in the matter;
Ellean, very indignant, replies that she has guessed all,
that Paula oannot hide h r past b oaus "It i written on
her faofl'.
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Paula in wUd despair, though Aubrey offered to go a: y
and start a new life with her elsewhe~answers that it wuuld
be uaelessa~~cause everybody would know as "it i8 written on
my f aoe,"/Kl1lS h raelt. "Killed herselt? Yes. Yes. so
6verybody will say. But I know -- I helped to kill her. If
I'd only been meroiful". says Ellean.
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